Bruce Brown
May 9, 1950 - June 28, 2020

Bruce Brown, age 70 of Strasburg, passed away on Sunday June 28, 2020 at the
Cleveland Clinic surrounded by family, after a long and courageous battle with Primary
Sclerosing Cholangitis and liver cancer. Bruce was born May 9, 1950 in Columbus, Ohio
to Troy and Ruth (McCampbell) Brown.
Bruce graduated from Pleasant View High School in Columbus, Ohio in 1968. He
attended Bowling Green State University, graduating in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science in
Education, Biology, Health, and Physical Education. In 1985-1986, he received a
Vocational Certification for Occupational Work Experience from The Ohio State University
and the University of Cincinnati. Bruce received a Master of Education with a focus in
Educational Administration from Ashland University in 2002.
Bruce’s basketball legacy spanned three decades from 1973-1999. He began his head
coaching career at Franklin Heights High School in Columbus, Ohio. From there, he
moved on to Maumee followed by Jackson High School. In 1981, Bruce became the
assistant men’s basketball coach at Bowling Green State University, helping to win the
MAC championship in 1983. From 1983-1999, he was the head coach at seven other
Ohio high schools, finishing his head coaching career at Uniontown Lake High School.
While coaching, Bruce taught physical education, health, science, and OWE. From 19982014, Bruce served as the Blue Streak Athletic Director at Uniontown Lake High School.
Since 2011, Bruce has held the position of Executive Director with the Ohio Interscholastic
Athletic Administrators Association, while also holding the position of Ex-Officio Board of
Directors with the Ohio High School Athletic Association. Since 2017, he joined the
National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association, serving as the representative
to the NIAAA Board of Directors from the National Executive Directors Council. In addition
to working on the above boards and committees, Bruce also oversaw multiple athletic
facility projects and was the author of over 60 published articles in professional
coaching/athletic administration journals.

Bruce has received many prestigious awards in his lifetime for all of his accomplishments,
hard work, and dedication to Ohio athletic administrators and athletes. Recognitions
include: League Basketball Coach of the Year (four times), Ohio High School Basketball
Coaches Association “Hall of Fame” award for 200 wins, one of the first 30 Ohio High
School Athletic Administrators to receive CMAA designation from the NIAAA, National
Nominee for NIAAA Frank Kovalesky Professional Development Award, Recipient of
National and Federations of High School Associations Citation Award, National Nominee
for NIAAA Athletic Directors Hall of Fame, Ohio Athletic Administrator of the Year,
Northeast Ohio Athletic Administrator of the Year, and the National Coach Educator of the
Year.
A mentor and coach to many, Bruce was devoted, compassionate, and dedicated about
everything he did and everyone he met. There was nowhere he would go that he did not
run into someone he knew. His work ethic was unmatched, always giving 110% in
everything he did, teaching us all how to strive for our goals and be successful in our
endeavors. Bruce was excellent and diligent in his career, but he always found time for the
things he loved the most including his family, friends, time in Charleston, South Carolina,
golfing, Duke basketball, working out, and above all, his two beautiful grandchildren who
proudly call him “COACH.”
Bruce was preceded in death by his mother, Ruth Brown; father, Troy Brown; and brother,
Brian Brown. Bruce is survived by his loving wife of 23 years, Cindy; children, Blaire
(Jered) Gamble, Megan (Chris) Seeley, Logan McGeehen, and Lauren (Colin) Packert;
sister, Bonnie (Kim) Chalupa of Houston, Tex.; half-brother, Brad (Lois) Brown of Cape
Coral, Fla.; and two beautiful grandchildren, Kendra and Graham Seeley.
Visitation will be held Thursday July 2, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Lake High School
Gymnasium, 709 Market Avenue SW, Uniontown, OH 44685 (Please use Door #40),
where Funeral service will be held Friday, July 3, 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Jason Rissler
officiating (Please use Door #22 on King Church side). The family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service in the Gymnasium, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Bruce's family
suggests that memorial contributions be made in his name to the Lake Athletic Booster
Club.
#AlwaysaBlueStreak
(Hopkins Lawver, UNIONTOWN, 330-733-6271)
www.hopkinslawver.com
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Lake High School Gymnasium
709 Market Ave SW, Uniontown, OH, US, 44685

JUL
3

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM
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Funeral Service

10:30AM

Lake High School Gymnasium
709 Market Ave SW, Uniontown, OH, US, 44685

Comments

“

Dear Cindy and Family,
It was truly an honor to be friends with Bruce. We worked very closely these past few
years as a team for the NEDC and most recently helping him to host our summer
meeting. He was a pleasure to be around and had the respect of everyone in our
profession. He will be missed.
Fred Balsamo, CT

Fred Balsamo - July 17 at 06:24 PM

“

We were so sorry to here about Bruce. We were looking so forward to having Bruce
come to South Dakota and share his knowledge and wisdom with us. At our next
spring conference we will be offering the same course as Bruce was going to teach
and I assure you that we will remember him in a very special way. Our condolences.
Jim Dorman
South Dakota Athletic Directors

Jim Dorman - July 07 at 09:57 AM

“

Dear Cindy and Family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Bruce was a wonderful friend and colleague. I will always
remember his passion for our profession and his welcoming smile. He was sucha
mentor for so many. May God comfort you and the family in the days to come. You
are in my thoughts and prayers.
Joni Pabst
AIAAA Executive Director
NEDC Secretary

Joni Pabst - July 04 at 10:09 AM

“

Dear Cindy:
So very sorry for your loss. I never met or knew your husband. But after reading his
obituary, I was very impressed at what he accomplished in his life. And what he
meant to others. His coaching, teaching, mentoring, NIAAA, and OHSAA expertise
will be cherished and remembered forever. And used by many others.
My sympathy, condolences, and prayers go out to you and your family during this
sad time. May God's grace, love, and presence by with you and your family in
Bruce's memory.

Alan(Al)Foutz, Canton, Ohio
SHS 1964 Graduate
Alan Foutz - July 03 at 09:31 AM

“

Cindy and Family,
The members of the Southwest District Athletic Board wish to extend their sympathy
to you and your family at this difficult time. On the positive side, celebrating Bruce's
life is a privilege for all of us. His record speaks for itself. No one has contributed
more to the lives of not only his students but his peers as well. He was a true role
model, mentor and friend to all. Bruce will be remembered as one who truly cared
about those he touched and he wanted all to succeed. As time goes on, I hope you
can look back and say, we really miss him but the legacy he left behind will live on
forever in those he taught, coached, mentored and befriended. Job well done our
good and faithful servant.
Sincerely,
Ray Spicher
Secretary SWDAB

Raymond Spicher - July 03 at 08:38 AM

“

In 2013, I entered into my first year as Athletic Director at Boardman High School.
We were in our last year as Federal League members. I can't say enough about all of
the Federal League AD's who helped me out but Bruce went above and beyond. I
learned so much from him that year and my only regret is I didn't have more years to
work with him. I will remember many things he taught me on how to be a better AD. I
will never forget the massive notebooks he kept and I always thought he was the
most organized person I had ever known! But he was also, as someone mentioned
earlier in their tribute - a person of great class. My deepest sympathy to his wife
Cindy and family.
Denise Gorski
Retired Boardman Athletic Director

Denise - July 02 at 08:45 PM

“

UIAAA Board of Directors purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Bruce Brown.

UIAAA Board of Directors - July 02 at 03:49 PM

“

Cindy and the Brown family,
You have my deepest sympathy at this time. I was saddened to hear of Bruce's
passing. My memories of Bruce go back to our days together at Franklin Heights. We
taught and coached together. He was an outstanding coach and an even better
person. The times we were able to get together over the years were filled with
laughter and stories. He was a great guy, Sincerely, Don Maurer "Moose"

Don Maurer - July 02 at 09:18 AM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 02 at 07:21 AM

“

I met Bruce through the Hoops for Healing Basketball Tournaments----I was the Head
Hoops Coach at Anderson HS in IN. I also was afflicted w PSC and played in I
believe the 2nd Hoops4Healing tourney-----I also hosted one at our great gym in
Anderson---Bruce was the Best!! We talked many times about the disease and how
we would fight it with everything we had---Its been 24 yrs w my transplant---I am so
sad that Bruce did not get his because he would have touched so many, many lives
as a transplant recipient---That is amazing because he touched so many lives
without the transplant----I send my Heartfelt condolences to the Brown Family----RIP
Bruce and know You Fought the Fight!!!-----Ron Hecklinski

Ron Hecklinski - July 01 at 10:23 PM

“

On behalf of the National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association family,
please accept our sincere condolences. Bruce was loved by so many and he
impacted positively his colleagues in the profession of interscholastic athletic

administration. Prayers for Cindy and the Brown family.
Mike Blackburn, NIAAA Executive Director - July 01 at 09:40 PM

“

On behalf of the Rhode Island Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association, please
accept our sincere condolences. Bruce was a mentor to so many in education based
athletics. Prayers for Cindy and the Brown family.
Elizabeth Penkala - July 02 at 05:33 AM

“

Cindy and The Brown Family I'm so sorry to hear about your loss and also our loss.
Bruce was such a great Mentor & Friend to so many. His life is a life well lived and
one that so many of us hope to have the same impact he had on colleagues and
student-athletes. I posted a first time I knew Bruce Brown story on twitter & wanted to
post it here also with a couple more things added. (33 years ago in my 1st college
coaching job at Rio Grande I spoke at our coaching clinic. I was nervous and didn't
do a great job and had no idea who Bruce Brown was. That week my head coach
received a handwritten letter from Bruce Brown complimenting me on the job I did
which I still have. The note said Coach you did it again you found another really good
coach for your staff. From that point on I had a 33 year friendship that I will always
cherish). Most people don't understand the power of a handwritten note but that note
meant the world to me and helped me grow in confidence as a coach. We spent a lot
of time talking hoops & discussing basketball while working out on treadmills. We
both had a love of Duke and Coach K and that was a nice connection. I will miss him
but so thankful I had the pleasure of knowing him. #RIP Coach!
Doug Foote

Doug Foote - July 01 at 08:07 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 01 at 07:21 PM

“

Bruce was an OHSAA colleague. He was also my Seabrook Island, SC buddy. We
had many conversations about the "low Country" of the Charleston, SC area. Bruce
truly loved this area. Professionally there is one word that comes readily to mind
when I think of Bruce....CLASS. Bruce was a class act whose leadership with the

OIAAA was unparalleled. Deepest sympathies to Cindy and family.
Dan Brisker
Dan Brisker - July 01 at 06:26 PM

“

I uploaded some family photos but was unable to label them. They begin at around
1964 (Easter at home) up until Bruce's visit to Houston, with Cindy during March
Madness, 2017. Pictures include photos of him helping his younger brother, Brian set
up a race track in the basement in the Palmetto Street home. Also, his birthday,
pictures with his older brother, Bradley - probably around 1969 (Pleasant View High
School) and then some around the time he visited home after graduating from
college. His first apartment with Pam; Pictures with his dad, Troy Brown and Brad,
some with mom and grandma Gramlich. Some of him with his first born, Blaire and
the last here in Houston. These were the ones I could find on my disk and upload to
my computer in order to transfer them here. I apologize for not being able to
document them all - especially with definitive dates, but I'm certain Bruce would
understand my lack of ability to date anything after the 70's.....my path taking a
different turn than his! So, in any case I hope you enjoy the pictures and if you've
known Bruce as long as I have, then you'll be able to appreciate his teen and young
adult years: He was ALWAYS a model student throughout his formative years and
certainly a beloved son, cousin, father, grandfather and brother. I will miss him
terribly but look forward to the time when we will see each other again in the
resurrection.

Bonnie Brown - July 01 at 04:59 PM

“

40 files added to the tribute wall

Bonnie Brown - July 01 at 04:44 PM

“

To the Brown Family, sorry for your loss. Your family are in our prayers. Bruce helped
me when I was an asst. at Morgan H.S. with my Morgan JV team. My two tallest
players Tim Taylor and Trevor Treadway wanted to meet and see what it was like to
travel on big bus, and I wanted them to meet Colin Irish and David Jenkins , you
checked with your superior and they went up on the B.G. bus and both wishes were
granted. I still have his follow up letter a week later that thanked us for coming down

to O.U. for their game. At Meadowbrook H.S. in the next three years, I heard him
speak at the Kenyon Clinic and I bought his book on fund raisers for your program.
Randy Lincicome.
Randy Lincicome Grove City.Ohio - July 01 at 01:49 PM

“

Chad Sutler & Guy Neal purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Bruce
Brown.

Chad Sutler & Guy Neal - July 01 at 12:28 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 01 at 11:52 AM

“

Southwest Ohio Athletic Directors Assoc. (SWOADA) purchased the Strength &
Solace Spray for the family of Bruce Brown.

Southwest Ohio Athletic Directors Assoc. (SWOADA) - July 01 at 11:47 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 01 at 10:09 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 01 at 09:51 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

July 01 at 07:53 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 10:11 PM

“

Bruce was an excellent man who was a great athletic director at Lake High School.
To Cindy and family your in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Sean Wilson - June 30 at 09:42 PM

“

Bruce was a good person and a better friend. I will miss the many conversations we
had talking hoops, comparing symptoms of our liver disease, and organizing Hoops 4
Healing events. Someone once said,” there may be no thing greater than a life well
lived” and Bruce lived his well. He made a difference.

Chuck Cooper - June 30 at 09:14 PM

“

Bruce was a kind, smart, savvy, forward looking, personable, down to earth leader.
He made a big difference and he will be missed.

Jack Slavinski - June 30 at 08:59 PM

“

Bruce and I were on the NIAAA Coaching Education Committee for years. He was
the ultimate teammate who came up with many ideas, but did not want any credit. I
absolutely enjoyed working with this man! I have been praying during this long
illness, and will continue to pray for Bruce. Cindy and the family.

Bobby Guthrie - June 30 at 07:39 PM

“

Bruce was helpful, supportive and a great mentor! I was relatively a stranger to him,
but he was always welcoming and shared great advice. I can only imagine how
important he was to his family. He will be missed!

Sean D Jackson - June 30 at 07:34 PM

“

Bruce was my “liver brother” who I will miss greatly...a very definite dear friend...it
was a joy working with you to raise awareness of liver disease and organ
donation...thank you for your encouragement and support during my health odyssey
against PSC...you are the ultimate “Coach”

Hal Smith - June 30 at 07:05 PM

“

Bruce was an athletic administrator brother. He shared ideas with all in Stark Co. and
the State. He will be missed by many in the athletic field. My condolences to his
family.
Respectfully,
Mike Kovach, former Athletic Administrator at West Branch H.S.

Mike Kovach - June 30 at 07:03 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 06:50 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 06:47 PM

“

Bruce was the ultimate point guard! He was truly about providing the 'assist' to
others. I'm fortunate to be one of the countless number of athletic administrators
throughout the nation that Bruce lifted and assisted.
The past couple of years we spent countless hours co-authoring and collaborating on
the Leadership Training course--'Coaching Coaches to be Leadership Educators.'
This course will be taught to thousands in the years to come. Each time it is taught
Bruce's legacy and impact will increase. His influence will continue to have far
reaching affects. Blessed to call this tremendous man my friend.
Rich Barton
NIAAA Past President 2017
Richfield, Utah

Rich Barton - June 30 at 06:47 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 06:26 PM

“

Sending your family thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Crissy Seifert Humble - June 30 at 05:39 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers to Cindy and Family. Many fond memories of Bruce.
Great for the State AD's but a far better person. Rest in Peace!

Tom Margo - June 30 at 05:16 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 05:15 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Bruce Brown.

June 30 at 04:51 PM

“

Worked Closely with Bruce on 2 projects( Lake Building Committee and Major
Sponsor program for the school it was professional friendly and always up beat on
how to get the job complete with a smile and did everything he could to let the Lake
kids The best facilities for sports TOP NOTCH - Prayers from the Enz family

Tobin Enz - June 30 at 04:29 PM

