Carl C. Cunningham Jr.
September 30, 1958 - September 12, 2018

Carl C. Cunningham Jr., age 59, went home to be with his Lord and Savior on September
12, 2018.
A lifelong resident of the Akron community, Carl was an avid sports enthusiast and
involved in coaching and mentoring sports in Coventry, North Canton and Goodyear
Heights. He was a member of Goodyear Heights Baptist Church.
Preceded in death by his beloved parents, Carl and Ruth Cunningham, Carl is survived by
his children, Carl James “CJ” Cunningham (Leann) and Kacie Cunningham; his sisters,
Sheila (Frosty) Miller and Lori (Neal) Booth; and niece, Madison Miller. He will also be
missed by many relatives in Pennsylvania and West Virginia as well as his dear friends
and neighbors in the Goodyear Heights community.
Family and friends will be received Sunday, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Hopkins Lawver Funeral
Home, 547 Canton Road (Route 91), Akron (Ellet), Ohio 44312, where Funeral Service
will follow the visitation on Sunday at 4 p.m. with Pastor D. Edward Witchey officiating.
Services will conclude at the funeral home.
In keeping with Carl’s love of the Pittsburgh Steelers, the family encourages jeans and
Steelers attire be worn for his services.
Memorial contributions may be made to Goodyear Heights Baptist Church, 1767
Goodyear Blvd., Akron, OH 44305; or the Summit County Humane Society, 7996 Darrow
Road, Twinsburg, OH 44087.
(Hopkins Lawver, AKRON, 330-733-6271)
www.hopkinslawver.com

Events
SEP
16

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Hopkins Lawver Funeral Home - Ellet
547 Canton Road, Akron, OH, US, 44312

SEP
16

Funeral Service

04:00PM

Hopkins Lawver Funeral Home - Ellet
547 Canton Road, Akron, OH, US, 44312

Comments

“

Carl Cecil Cunningham, Jr., aka The C.C. Kid is (I say "is" instead of "was" because
he is still in existence but just somewhere else now) my very best friend in the whole
wide world's big brother. I know the Cunninghams from having a summer cabin next
to our summer cabin. Carl was like when the "city" boy showed up in the country. He
was always wearing the coolest basketball jerzees and b-ball shorts when the other
boys had on blue jean cutoffs and tees. He was always making us laugh constantly.
He had the greatest sense of humor and also always and I mean always a
gentleman. He was a hoot to play wiffle ball with and we would play almost every
evening. I can always see Carl saying something funny and cute and then standing
there with his lips pursed and his hand on his hip with his Carl stance. He was
always cool! I have always had so much love for this whole Cunningham family. Ruth
and Carl, Sr. were (are) awesome people too. Love to Sheila, Lori and C. J. and
Kacie. Melody Burdette Miller

Melody Ruth Miller - September 18, 2018 at 08:27 PM

“

so sorry to hear,carl aka the cecs to me was a very good friend in my early life,i had
many first experiences with him and adventures,ive seen the ocean once because
cecs took me, been to one pro football game because he took me , and many more I
wont say here,i got lost back then a little but its my loss no to have keep in contact
with carl. I truly feel sorrow for the cc kid was a great man!

rodney null - September 16, 2018 at 05:26 PM

“

Rodney - what a great post. Thank you for sharing the good memories. we all loved our
times in Freeport together as kids. Lori
lori - September 16, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

When I moved to Akron years ago, a man walked up my driveway with a warm smile
and a beer. “Hi, I’m Carl.” He said. Little did I know that would be the start of one of
the best friendships I have ever had. No one else understood it. A young girl and an
older gentleman. Always together, always hanging out, watching football! At one
point Carl let me stay with him. I was in a toxic relationship and my family lived miles
away! He was truly God sent! During my stay with him we cried, we laughed, we
vented! For both of us it was a time of healing and understanding! Mainly a laught of
laughter! I called him Ham and he called me Reed! We were inseparable! One day I
woke up! I was going to leave for work and Ham had a cup of coffee in one hand and
said “Good morning, I cleared off the car windows!” I was mad! Why did you clear the
car windows and I told you, you don’t have to fix me coffee! I wanted to be treated
normal! Nothing special just normal like roommates, and friends! I stormed out of the
house and headed out for work! On my way I realized I was wrong! After all he was
only trying to help! So I called him on the phone! I told them that I was really sorry! I
just didn’t want anyone to get the wrong impression! He said Reed I was just trying to
be nice! Well, as we are talking a very afraid, little deer was running across the grass
in the overpasss above! It ran and fell down onto the highway I was driving on! It got
up and ran right into the side of Ham’s car! As I am speaking to him on the phone! I
pull over! I had never had an accident before! I asked Ham what to do! I check out
the damage and he tells me to go to work so that I won’t be late! I was so nervous
that he would be mad! So the whole day I felt horrible! When I got back to the house,
Ham comes out! Hands me a beer with a serious look in his eyes! He bursts out into
laughter! Then I started to laugh and cry at the same time! He gives me a hug and
tells me that he is glad I am ok! I was so relieved! Carl was a very passionate person
who kept better care of others than he ever did himself! My brief stay living with him
was a prime example of that! When he dropped me off at the airport he was angry
that I was leaving! Later he told me that anger turned to sadness! He thought that I
would never speak to him again! That wasn’t the case! I called him, he called me! We
would spend hours on the phone talking about everything! Ham always said he was
on borrowed time, I just had no clue that God would decide to bring him home so
soon! My best friend! I love you and miss you and I just wish I could have been there
for you in the end as you were there for me in the most pivotal time in my life! To his
family and friends this is how my friend Ham wanted to be remembered! He was a
good guy and a true gentleman! So much love sent to everyone in the family! My
prayers are with you!

Kara (Reed) Dame - September 16, 2018 at 11:19 AM

“

Kara - Thank you for the window into the friendship you and Carl had. We were grateful for
that time in his life. He always spoke so highly of you and so glad the Lord brought you into
his life. Lori
lori - September 16, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

Lori and Sheila:
I am so sorry for you both in the loss of your brother. I can recall being a kid, when I
would come to visit your home, how he loved embarrassing his little sister and I. I
can't say I ever minded it because he really was a sweetheart and it was all in fun
(I'm not sure how Lori felt about that at the time though LOL). He was an entertaining
young man and he was always playing basketball....you could tell he loved it way
back then.
May God be with you both, as well as all of your extended family, during this difficult
time and may He bless you with comfort and strength in the days ahead.
Your friend always,
Janet Elmore

Janet Elmore - September 15, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

“

Janet - thank you so much for the great memory. Loved our times together. luv, Lori
lori - September 16, 2018 at 09:25 PM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Carl C.
Cunningham Jr..

September 15, 2018 at 01:54 AM

“

Back in 1994 Coach Mo Tipton told me to bring my boys and come to Coventry, a
recently divorced father with full custody 2 boys 5 and 9. Starting a new life my
official greeter in Coventry was Carl Cunningham mayor by his statement, came
bearing gifts beer in each hand and a couple in the pockets. And so began a rare
friendship that would span 24 years. He was loyal,supportive,union and loving family
man. He loved the steelers and he loved high school football I ask him to help us
when he could. He had constructive criticism for all coaches and players. Not to
tactful but to the point. He eventually became my chart guy when I went to Timken as
a D cordinator running Coach Frances 5-3 the best I could. We got off to the best
record for years at Timken 4-0 we were ranked in the paper ahead of Massillon and
Mckinley they had both lost 1, so for that brief moment it was football camelot Carl
basked in the pride of the def effort of the kids nobody wanted, we ended up the top
Def in our league. So many stories,so many laughs and some tears for both of us
personally. We loved football movies and quotes. We always said 'Till the wheels
come off' a refrence to our committment to football and each other. The last one was
Don't be late for the 4 o clock practice. My dear friend I will see u on the sideline
again someday, bring 2 pencils and a clip board I may change the play. Thank You
and Rest in Paradise part of my heart flys away with you. BFF ! Coach Carl

Coach Hutt - September 14, 2018 at 02:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Carl C. Cunningham
Jr..

September 14, 2018 at 11:09 AM

“

Carl was an awesome guy. Always upbeat. Always looked forward to seeing him
when I stopped to visit Coach Hutt or Trevor. Rip my friend. I'll always have the great
pic of me, Trevor, Craig Miller, Jon Wendy and Dennis Underwood.

Chad Calhoun - September 13, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Carl C. Cunningham Jr..

September 13, 2018 at 07:10 PM

“

Carl was a family man . He could never get his stay out in PA. and always would call
your name and say just checking buttholes. Carl never met a stranger he was at my
house one year for New Years and we couldn't find him a he was down the street in a
neighbor's house partying with them. Rest in peace cousion.

Donna Ash - September 13, 2018 at 06:38 PM

“

There is no way I could choose one single memory ... I met Carl when I was 8 years
old and I was fortunate enough to live in the neighborhood with him until after my
highschool years. The mayor is what we called him and I would always love it when
Carl would come down and hang out and watch football and as I grew up he was
always there to help keep my head on straight and get me pumped up he would say
something like "Let's go Bubba time to shut these boys up you be the leader out
there" ... There it not a friend from my childhood that does not know Carl and every
single person has their own memory of him. We love you very much and we will miss
you everyday my friend.

Troy Bubba Hutt - September 13, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

We have a lot of good memories, when the kids were little , our special Christmases
together and a lot of fun times. Our sincere condolences to All the Family.
Chris & Jerry Masters
christine masters - September 13, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

Sheila and Lori:
So sorry for your family's loss. May God hold you in his loving arms and comfort you in your
time of sorrow.
Deb Queen
Deb Queen - September 15, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

Hey Couz your in heaven now I will miss your phone calls after the football games. I will
miss your laughter and your stupid jokes. Hope you have found peace and all the love that
you deserve. Love you and miss you already your couz Shirley & Butch
Shirley Miles - September 16, 2018 at 12:06 PM

